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As the 3rd Quarter of 2010 winds down, 

warm summer days have finally arrived, 

reminding us that there are few places 

more beautiful than the Puget Sound re-

gion on a clear day! 

 

July 1st also brought significant changes 

to our industry with  new licensing laws.  

Former agents are called Brokers and 

former associate brokers are now Man-

aging Brokers.  Only those of us who are 

Designated Brokers retained our original 

title, although there is now an additional 

firm license we get to hang in the office.  

By now most of you have taken the 

Transitions course and are familiar with 

these changes.  Answers to many ques-

tions can be found at the Department of 

Licensing website: 

www.dol.wa.gov/business/realestate/

lawsrules.html 

 

We will be revising our IBA By-Laws to 

incorporate the new titles, and rewriting 

other outdated sections.  If you are inter-

ested in assisting, contact our By-Laws 

Committee Coordinator, Brett Warner, 

Strategy Real Estate, Inc., (206) 405-

0077 or (206) 405-0088.   

 

As a further follow-up to these changes, 

one of DOL’s appointed commissioners 

is coming to our September meeting.  

Bring any questions you may have re-

garding the new law, the Department of 

Licensing, or the role of our commis-

sioners. 

 

Don’t forget that the IBA has a Satellite 

Real Estate School with Rockwell.  It is 

proving a valuable benefit to our members, 

and their Affiliated Agents, as the dis-

counted class fees are passed right on to the 

students.  We have had almost a dozen peo-

ple sign up to take classes. 

 

We have had two notable changes within 

our organization this last month.  First, Lake 

Street Caterers will no longer be catering 

our monthly meetings.  We wish to thank 

them for all the delicious food they have 

supplied in the past.  Never fear...The IBA 

will still be providing breakfast!   Second, 

in efforts to further contain costs to keep our 

organization fiscally strong, we have moved 

our mail box.  Please note our new mailing 

address:  PO Box 3541, Bellevue, WA  

98009-3541. 

 

Be sure to check out the SPOTLIGHT ON 

MEMBERS column on Page 3, profiling 

one of our newest members, and Page 4 to 

see who has joined this quarter.   

 

On Page 4, you will also see the schedule 

for upcoming meetings and guests for each 

month.  If you have suggestions for a 

speaker or topic that you feel would be of 

interest or educational benefit to our mem-

bers, please feel free to contact our Pro-

grams Coordinator, Donna Wood, Corner-

stone Real Estate, 206-999-9663. 

 

Your phone calls and questions are always 

welcome, and I look forward to seeing you 

at our next meeting. 

 

Sincerely,  Anne Rittenhouse 
IBA President 
Rittenhouse Realty LLC, 206-714-0826  
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Lloyd Hara was elected as King 

Countyõs Assessor last November.  He 
paid an informative visit to the IBA dur-
ing our July meeting.   
 

In the State of Washington, each County 
is given the task of assessing property at 
itõs market value, as of January 1st of 
each year.  A property assessment as of 
January 1, 2010 is for taxes payable in 
2011.  The Assessorõs function is to dis-
cover, list and value all real property in 
its jurisdiction. 
 

With 654,741 real property accounts in 
King County and nearly $323 Billion in 
assessed values, the Department of As-
sessments faces a challenging task. 
 

Properties are valued using Computer 
Assisted Mass Appraisal (CAMA), which 
includes analyzing all of the sales data in 
each geographical area, determining 
which characteristics affect value  (i.e. 
zoning,  lot size, building quality and 
square footage, view quality, waterfront, 
airport noise, etc.), developing valuation 

models for each property type, and 
effectively applying those models to 
all properties in the geographical area.  
 

Our beautiful Puget Sound and Lake 
Washington waterfront and associ-
ated views, as well as Mt. Rainier, 
Olympics, Cascade and Seattle & 
Bellevue skyline views tend to make 
the assignment even more complex. 
 

The Assessorõs Geographical Area 
Reports (Neighborhood or Property 
Type) are valuable information for 
any Real Estate Professional, and are 
available online.  Viewing the Geo-
graphical Area Report for your own 
neighborhood is a good place to be-
gin to understand this information. 
 

Mr. Hara would like to see a readjust-
ment of the Senior Citizen Exemp-
tion, higher than the current $35,000 
or less annual household income al-
lowed, especially given Seattleõs cost 
of living.  Please visit the website for  
an application and in-depth FAQs. 

By Jeanette Saxby 

e-Map 
 

View QUARTER SEC-
TION MAPS, retrieved by 
quarter section, section, 
township, range, levy 
code, city and date map. 

e-Real Property 
 

On-Line Data by enter-
ing PROPERTY AD-
DRESS or TAX AC-
COUNT NUMBER 

 

e-Sales Search 
 

Search for Sold Proper-
ties by PARCEL NUM-
BER, ADDRESS, & 
GEOGRAPHICAL 
AREA. 
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By Jeanette Saxby 
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Did You Knowé 
over 50% of property taxes are voter-approved levies? Jurisdictions find Educa-

tion, EMS (Emergency Medical Services) and Fire & Rescue are high priorities 

for voters, and carve out that part of the budget for voter-approval. 

RESOURCES 

Department  

of Assessments 

Public Information: 

 

500 Fourth Ave. 

#ADM-AS-0708 

Seattle, WA 98104 

 

Tel: 206-296-7300 

Fax: 206-296-5107 
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Martha, founder/owner of Martha Rose 

Construction, extended a hand to our 

Members for an ―Educational Tour‖ in 

energy sufficient and sustainable building 

practices, at Fish Singer Place, her latest 

project in Shoreline.  It was impressive.   

 

The plat had an good lay-out—four 

homes with 5-Star Built Green Certifica-

tion, similar to early-nineteenth century 

Craftsman-style designs with detached 

garages (and vegetated rooftops), and 

Passive Solar Design elements.  The larg-

est lot had an Additional Dwelling Unit 

above the garage.  Stand-out items in-

cluded the placement of the windows de-

signed to frame surrounding trees, triple-

pane windows,  1,000-gallon rain barrels 

designed for on-site irrigation needs, con-

crete polished floors, passive solar sun-

rooms, and the fact that some of the site’s 

original trees were used for second story 

flooring.  

 

We learned a great deal about Heat Recovery 

Systems. Martha’s innovations are admirable 

and she builds a home that is comfortable 

and kind to our resources. 

 

For more information on Martha Rose    

Construction please visit  

www.martharoseconstruction.com, where 

you will find pictures, videos, links, and 

other media which includes a blog, events, 

news, and her awards.  

  By Liz Duran 

  IBA Executive Assistant 

or selling process.  It’s a 

busy time for Brett! 

 

Born in Burbank, Califor-

nia, he moved to Washing-

ton in 1980, and later at-

tended the University of 

Washington. He is currently 

teaching several classes at 

the UW Experimental Col-

lege. After coming to 

Washington, he met his 

wife, Sarah, while working 

together professionally.  

Both enjoy the outdoors –  

hiking and running - and 

aspire to one day earn their 

private pilot’s license.  

By Liz Duran 

IBA Executive Assistant 
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S P OT L I G H T  O N  M E M B E R S  

brokerage in that it has no 

agents – instead, it pro-

vides two free services to 

clients: one part referral 

and one part consulting. 

Brett works with buyers 

and sellers and refers 

them to screened real es-

tate professionals (agents, 

lenders and inspectors.) 

They also review loan 

documents with clients, 

attend inspections, and 

serve as advisor through-

out the transaction. Ad-

vising and referrals are 

free to clients as the busi-

ness operates through 

agent referral fees.  De-

spite the marketplace, 

PRESS is currently as-

sisting over 25 clients 

through their buying and/

Joining the IBA in April, 

Brett Cliftonôs interest 

in real estate began 10 

years ago when he became 

curious about the invest-

ment qualities of property. 

He spent  time restoring 

and flipping houses, buy-

ing and managing rental 

property and negotiating 

private contracts. In 2005, 

he bought PRESS, Inc. 

(Personal Real Estate Sup-

port Services) from Jim 

Stacey.  Before working in 

real estate, he was involved 

in business and IT consult-

ing, working with compa-

nies such as Microsoft, 

Boeing, Weyerhaeuser, and 

ATT Wireless. 

PRESS, Inc. is a unique 

What he enjoys 

most about the  

organization is that 

everyone is really 

willing to listen to 

each other and 

share ideas,  

improving each 

memberôs business. 
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Shoreline, WA 98133 

 

ñCreating prosperity 

by building greenò 
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The Northwest Independent Broker’s Association (IBA) is a non-profit 

 membership-based real estate broker’s association.   

The IBA brings service-minded, independent real estate brokers together so, collec-

tively,  

they can deliver solutions and strategies to provide their agents and clients with superior 

services.   

Our commitment to giving the real estate client the very best in truly independent  

representation is enhanced through our regular meetings,  

special events and conventions, clock hour classes and seminars. 

 

Membership in the IBA is open to all real estate brokerages who are not part of a na-

tional or regional franchise organization. 

 

Today, IBA membership includes  

over 40 brokerage offices, representing more  

than 1,700 real estate professionals  

in Western Washington.  

August 19th -  Sue Comis, from Sound Transit, will be updating us on the re-

gion’s transportation plan, projects and proposed routes, and how it may affect/

enhance your neighborhood and our local real estate market.  She has 30 years of 

experience in project management, transit analysis, and urban and environmental 

planning.  She is currently one of the project managers on East Link, the light rail 

line from Seattle to Bellevue and Redmond, managing the planning and design of 

the south Bellevue and downtown Bellevue segments.  

September 16th -  Department of Licensing, Real Estate Commissioner, George 

Pilant will be discussing the new licensing law and answering any questions you 

may have.  We will also talk about the process for getting laws/policies at DOL 

changed. 

October 21st -  Evergreen State Mortgage, Jeffrey Lorsch, discussing ― Changes 

In the Financing World & Their Impact On Your Transactions.‖ 

November 18th - ―Dissecting the new MLS PSA‖ - Members Round Table Dis-

cussion and IBA networking opportunity. 

December 9th - NWMLS Update & Recognition.  This is our annual opportunity 

for one-on-one discussion with Tom Hurdelbrink, NWMLS president and CEO.  

Following the presentation, we recognize key MLS employees for their work on 

behalf of all brokers.  
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WE L C OME  NE W  IBA ME MBE RS  

WHATôS NEXT: 

Meetings are held at 10 

AM on the third Thursday 

of the month, except De-

cember, in the  

NWMLS Building,  

11430 NE 120th St. 

Kirkland, WA 98034 

 

 

We are always looking for 

speakers and/or meeting 

topics that will benefit our 

members.  If you have any 

ideas, contact our Pro-

grams Coordinator, Donna 

Wood, Cornerstone Real 

Estate, (206) 999-9663 

.  

 
“Keeping  

the  
Independent  

Broker …
Independent.” 

Prospera Realty 
Rob Wasser 
14042 NE 8th Street #204 
Bellevue, WA 98007 
(425) 289-1099 
www.prosperarealestate.com 
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Sound Point Real Estate 
Keith Bruce 
1400 North 80th Street, Ste 102 
Seattle, WA 98103 
(206) 397-3828 
www.soundpointrealestate.com 
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